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Providing Opportunity through 
Education

Kiwimbi focuses on communities with weak educational infrastructure. Our goals of improved 
educational achievement, vocational readiness, and enhanced cultural awareness are addressed 

by programs provided through our Community Center and Library.

VISION

We see a world where all people are empowered through education to enrich their lives 

and reach their fullest potential.

OUR MISSION

We partner with underserved communities world wide to create educational opportunities through 
locally run learning centers.

“Educating all of our children must be one of our most urgent priorities. We all know that 
education, more than anything else, improves your chances of building better lives.” - Nelson 

Mandela
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Thanks to you, in 2018 we have continued
to break down the barriers that stand between

people and access to education.

We believe that education is a smart investment -
the best investment the world can make to decrease poverty,

reduce hunger and disease, enable women, and
create profound and meaningful change for the good.

With your support, we will continue to provide
Opportunity through Education,

changing the world one life at a time!

Board of Trustees
Lynne Rathgeber, Chair
Janet Wulster, Vice Chair
Donna Greco, Secretary
Carol Ulmer, Treasurer
Olubayi , Exec. Director
Faith Atte
Marion Ceruzzi
David Lugg
John Rathgeber
Lois Roszko
Santanu Sengupta
Jane Steele

Advisory Council
Sara Angeletti
Mary Dickey
Ahni Kruger

Staff
Catherine Malalah – General 
Manager - Kenya
Salima Lihanda – Director of 
Development - USA
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OUR PROGRAMS

Our programs are centered in Busia County, a rural area in Western Kenya, where we:

• Support underserved schools so that primary school students can pass national examinations and 
progress to secondary school and eventually college or university;

• Provide critical academic support in the foundational subjects of English and Mathematics; 
• Provide nutritious lunch to Grade 8 students preparing for their first national examination; 
• Provide access to reading curriculum and exam preparation books;
• Provide vocational training to young adults; and 
• Provide agricultural training to farmers, demonstrating how they can grow crops more efficiently 

and counter deforestation. 4



OUR IMPACT IN 2018
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Thanks to the generosity of our donors, we reached several exciting milestones in 2018 including: 

Purchased land where we plan to build a new and larger Community Learning Center that will enable us to better focus and expand our 
program offerings – serving our community more efficiently;
Introduced dance as a key component of physical education, recently mandated under the national education curriculum,; and
Harnessed the power of technology by bringing Google Africa's computer coding training closer to the local community.

Overall, our programs continue to enjoy immense success. Thank you for making 2018 a pivotal year for Kiwimbi - we couldn’t have done it 
without you!

Exam results on the Kenya Certificate of Primary Education 
(KCPE) were lower in Busia County (where Kiwimbi operates) 
than results in any other county in 2018.  This means that 
most children who sat for this crucial national exam will 
drop out of school. While Kiwimbi works hard to improve 
the exam pass rate, we also believe that failing an exam 
should not be the end of education.

Meet Leticia..
Leticia got married at 15 and became a mother of 4 in short 
order. Her family barely eked out a living on a tiny farm and 
so Letitia enrolled in our tailoring program in 2017. Her 
newly-acquired tailoring skills enabled her to earn enough 
money to buy a sewing machine. She has since opened a 
workshop near a local school, where demand for school 
uniforms provides a steady source of income. In the 
meantime, having forgotten how to read and write, she 
signed up for English lessons and passed a Grade 3 
examination. Her improved literacy skills help her manage 
the tailoring business. Leticia's goal is to expand the 
workshop to accommodate other Kiwimbi beneficiaries so 
that they too can earn a decent living.

Thanks to 

Kiwimbi’s 

supporters, 

Leticia has forged 

her own path to  

success and is 

able to provide 

for her family.



OUR IMPACT IN 2018
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200
Number  of Grade 8 
Students benefitting 

from Food for Thought 
Lunch program101

Students learning computer 
coding during Africa Code Week. 

53
Schools accessing 
Kiwimbi's Library

54
Friends of Kiwimbi,

Grade 8 students at 3 
schools

benefitting from 
enhanced support

Teachers working 
for Kiwimbi

Satellite Libraries lending 
Kiwimbi books
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24

10 
young adults 

trained to teach 
coding

Thousands
Of  Children with access 

to books thanks to 
Kiwimbi’s Library



National Exam Passing Rates for Grade 8 
Students supported by Kiwimbi
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We are very proud of our students’ performance on the 2018 Kenya Certificate of Primary Education! Our top student scored 395 marks (A Minus) – no mean feat
in Busia County, which was ranked last nationally, performance-wise .

Kiwimbi has introduced an ability based learning  strategy to teachers  at local schools where students are divided into three broad 
academic groups. Teachers can then differentiate their focus for each group based on shared academic accomplishments. This 
approach ensures that students are appropriately challenged according to their abilities, with additional support at hand for those 

with specific weaknesses. This is a foundation of student support that Kiwimbi provides.

The number of students in these schools fluctuates widely from year to year. 
Note that each grade level in a school will have one teacher no matter how 
many students. This is part of the reason why Kiwimbi efforts are so critical.
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Teaching and library  
salaries and wages                    43% 
Lunch program                           22%
Accounting and audit                8%
Operations                                   4%  
Facilities management 
and maintenance                       5%
Vocational teaching supplies  4%
Other                                             14%

43%

22%

8%

4%

5%
4%

14%

ALLOCATION OF EXPENSES



Thanks to our Sponsors
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Chemichemi ($5,000) Sponsors
Swahili for spring of water found at a river’s 
source ~ A Kenyan farmer who plants his crop 
near chemichemi is guaranteed a bountiful 
harvest.

Mti ($2,500 and above) Sponsors
Swahili for tree ~ The tree of life, the Mango Tree, the 
trees of agroforestry – trees are part of the life and well-
being of a vibrant community

Mbegu ($1,000 and above) Sponsors
Swahili for seed ~ Seeds are a beginning, 
fundamental building blocks and like the 
child herself

Tawi ($500 and above) Sponsors
Swahili for a branch ~ Symbolic 
growth demonstrating the impact of 
development in a visceral way

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR 2018 
KARAMU SUPPORTERS

Patrick Kabanda
The Morris Museum

Printing Images, Wanaque, NJ
and last, but not least, our amazing 

Volunteers

• Pamela Canada
• Debbie Herman

• Donna Krebsbach
• Ahni Kruger
• Nina Leach

• Joe Salsberry
• Bill Yacker

Other Key Corporate Supporters 



Our Supporters
5000 and Above

Clifford Chance US LLP
HPS Investment Partners
JP Morgan Chase

$1000- $4,999

Anonymous
Automatic Data Processing, Inc.
Barclays Bank PLC
Cabot Microelectronics Corporation
Christ Church in Short Hills
Citigroup
Madison Financial Planning Group
Daniel Van Abs
Sean Baldwin
Fidelity Charitable

$500-$999

Anonymous
Black River Roasters
Blauvelt Demarest Foundation Inc.
Lisa and Nathan Allison
Carie Vinch and Bruce Anderson
Barbara Mitchell and Robert Boyar
Schwab Charitable
Nicole Car and Steven Cohen
Mary and Alan Dickey
Evidentia Engineering
The Pestcoe Family Foundation

PricewaterhouseCoopers Ltd.
Watford Re Ltd
Carol Ulmer and Ken Degen

Noemi and Sajal Das
Adèle and Yves Dujardin
Terri Geiger
Cordelia and James Gelly
Marcia and Kevin Hogan
Marion Ceruzzi and David Lugg
Helen and William Mazer Foundation
Sheran Oradu
Jess Chang and Wayne Paglieri
Colette and Joseph Parsons

Elizabeth Geiger
Elizabeth Gibson
Donna and Frank Greco
Pamela and Brian Hegarty
Jill Husbands
Prudential Financial Inc
Tree Tech, Inc
Nina and David Leach
Thomas Miller
Etsuko and Edward Newman
Susan and Patrick Palmer

Lynne and John Rathgeber
Jane Steele

Katrina and Darius Pope
Maamoun Rajeh
Divon and William Rathgeber
Susan and Joe Salsberry
Morgan Stanley
Donna Baier Stein
Joann Ulmer
Joannah and Harry Wilmerding
Janet Wulster
Donna Krebsbach and Bill Yacker

Sonja and Robert Rickert
Leigh Rosoff
Lois Roszko
Anuradha Sen
Deborah Herman and Jeff Steinhorn
Linda Sterling
Jennifer and Chiming Tse
Carl Ulmer
Marjorie McDonnell Walsh
Emily and  Lowell Wenger
Maureen Zupan
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$250 -499 

Grania and George Allport
Salima and Dickson Lihanda Alugaya
Marie Casarella
Todd Casey
Francois Chavel
Arch Reinsurance Company
Sandra Ehni and Mr. David Counts
Suzette Dewey
Pamela Canada Fiander
Rebecca Goldner
Jean Crichton and Robert Gunhouse

$100 - $249

Faye Allison
David Arthur
Hossein Askari
Faith Atte
Anne Ayeni
Sandra Bates
Rayhab Saade Ogingo and 

Alan Berkowitz
Kate Bills
Emilie and Gordon Boggis
Deborah Bowman
Roseanne and Peter Bozzo
Kate and David Bradford
Deborah Canty
Susan  and Bob Carney
Nancy Childress

Jennifer Gunn
Marjorie Rathgeber and Daniel Harrell
Margaret and Scott Hessen
Beth Cox -Johnson and Eric Johnson
Beth Katzman
Eva Lesniak
Jean Ann Linney
Assured Guaranty Ltd
Bonnie and John Lundberg
Bonnie Monte
Patricia O'Reilly

Joseph Cipriano
Elizabeth Clayton
Claudia Cohen
Karen Day and McCabe Coolidge
Grace Cunningham
Jake Cunninghame
Asenath Dande
Mary Ellen Danley
Michelle Dice
June Filipski
The Merck Foundation
Carol and Bruce Galamb
Teri and Barry Golub
Christopher Griffett
Carole and Richard Heilman

Carol and Souren Ouzounian
Macaire Pace and Charles Owen
John Rollins and Janice Paxton
Sara Rand
Whitney and Edwin Selover
Katherine Megrue-Smith and Alan Smith
Molly Dunn and Len Smith
Elina Sukharenko
Denise Touhey
Lexa Hillyer and Charles Wulster

Karen Hilde
Cathy Hirsch
Stephanie and Thomas Hobb
Elizabeth and Eugene Huang
Mabel Jefferson
Debra Joseph
Carolee Kallmann
Yoon Kane
Marge and Mike Kelly
Debbie Lane
Susan Logan
Mary and Mark Mahon
Jasphat Masangir
Susan and John McDonnell
Susan and Gary McElroy
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$100 - $249 Continued

Joan McKeown
Alyssa Mcrea
Sylvie Jouan-Meyers
Ann Moyle
Joan and David Musante
Marie and Tim Newell
Joan Ngugi
John Odhiambo
Martin Ouko
Evelyn and Samuel Pambah
Susan Quinlan
Jennifer and Kamran Rafieyan

Up to $100

Adedotun Adebiaye
Sal Aguko
Libby Corydon-Apicella and Giovanni 
Apicella
Barbara Archibald
Edith and Anthony Baglieri
Shirley Banker
Rebecca Benson
Danzey Burnham
David Cahall
Christine Ulmer Casey
Barry Cherwin
Ted Cooper
Alexa Cunningham
Emily Cunningham
Maurice Dande

Patricia Rey
Judith and Donald Richards
Bethuel Sallah
Heather and Paul Schofield
Santanu Sengupta
Lois Shafman
Karen Sharf
Sarah and Hank Slack
Amazon Smile
Nicole Smith
Joan Thomas

Suman Dasgupta
Carol Delia
Karen DeSantis
Ben Dolla
Harriet Donelly
Karin Ekholm
Keisha Gayle Enock
Theresa and Gary Esposito
Susan FitzGibbon
Roger Frankel
Beth Fulton
Gigi and Art Gillen
Ronald Haflidson
Frances Hanna
Jon Hannibal

Wendell Thomas
Chikai and Lori Tse
Suzette Tse
Denise and Dean Vanech
Janet Wall
Gretchen Walsh
Amelia and John Wilkinson
Alan Wish
Susan Radcliffe and Robert Wittpenn
Linda Zembron

Hellen Harris
Ken Hedrick
Bruce Hyman
Michael Killoren
Elizabeth Kneser
Bob Kotonya
Debashis Kundu
Henry Lenz
Radu Leon
Eileen Brechling Lintvedt
Kathy Makely
Jacob Manyina
Lisa Margo
Jessica Martin
Gloria McCathy
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Up to $100 continued

Lisa Meyers
Joan Millard
Ben Mudho
Lucy Mwangi
Robert Ndede
Lynn and Michael Nemser
Henry Njoga
Mennah and Chris Ogallo
Tom Ogindo
Joeseph Omanya
Jessica Omieri
Moses Omieri
Elly Ondijo
Shem Ongoro
Kathleen and Mortimer O'Shea

Tom Otieno
Imani Ouko
Malaika Ouko
Ramogi Ouko
Claudius Oyoo
Margaret Page
Suzanne Pallak
Peggy Reed
Susan Resch
Diane Bendahmane and  Lawrence 
Robinson
Ben Rogers
Kimberly Rose
Todd Rosenthal
AJ Russo

Ishani Sengupta
Idesta Severin
Jane Simon
Joseph Sterling
ThermoFisher
Tom Tollo
John Turpin
Seth Unger
Ann Villla
Anna Warivonchik
Frank Williams
Felicity Wilmerding
Abbas Zaidi
Marylee Zink
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VOLUNTEER LAWYERS STRENGTHENING NONPROFITS 

Kiwimbi thrives thanks to those who give back to the community. We say a special “Asante!” to Christine Duffy, Kate Marchese 
and Pro Bono Partnership (www.probonopartner.org) for their invaluable assistance throughout 2018. We also thank R. Shane 
Kagan of Jackson Lewis, P.C., Niamh Marie Blumentals of Amdocs, Inc., and Angela Walker, Darren A. Jackson and William R. 
Baker III of Latham & Watkins LLP, as well as their respective firms, for their most generous pro bono legal work.

VOLUNTEER LAWYERS STRENGTHENING NONPROFITS 



Thank You!
On behalf of the families we serve, we sincerely thank you for your support. We worked hard to ensure that the information presented in this 
report is accurate. If you have any questions or comments, kindly let us know. We can be reached at +1 (973) 531-7711 or info@kiwimbi.org

Kiwimbi International is a §501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. All donations are tax-deductible to the fullest extent permitted by law.


