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Dear Friends,

On behalf of the board members, employees and volunteers of Kiwimbi, and especially 

on behalf of the children and families we serve, we thank you!

Thank you for believing in the power of education to transform lives. Thank you for 

choosing to invest in Kiwimbi and for helping to nurture a fertile environment that is 

growing the next generation. Thank you for understanding the potential of lives so 

far removed from our own. The child learning to read at the Kiwimbi Community 

Learning Center will use your gift to create a future that would otherwise be 

beyond her reach or even her imagination. The mother learning how to feed her 

family with simple changes to her farming methods, the young man learning to 

build furniture, the aspiring artist who has gained access to resources and a 

teacher, all these and many more have a new vision of the future thanks to your 

generosity!

Thank you for changing lives. 

Lynne C. Rathgeber

Board Chair

Olubayi Olubayi

Executive Director

Transforming
Lives



We see a world where all people are empowered 

through education to enrich their lives and reach 

their fullest potential

Encouraging
Education

Since 2012, Kiwimbi, with your support, has 
been working to change the world. We began
by focusing our efforts in one corner of Africa

to create educational opportunity.

School children in Busia County in rural western 
Kenya have the worst grades on national exams 

of children anywhere in the country. In some 
communities, only 3% of the students actually 
pass the exams - and that means that 97% of   

the children in those communities can’t     
continue in school beyond Grade 8.

Why? Too few academic resources, crowded classrooms 
with too few teachers, no books, no access to computers 
or art supplies, no exposure to differentiated learning – one 
teacher in front of a class of 50, 70 or more, no substitute if 
she is sick that day…

Kiwimbi provides 
        access to books
        teaching assistance 
        staff at our Library ready to read with the kids,           
        check their comprehension, work with them           
        individually and in camp settings on their              
        language and math skills, expose them to a           
        world beyond the limitations of the village
        for Grade 8 at three schools (about 160 children in         
        2019, school lunch and additional services           
        (KCPE-Prep program)

In 2019:
     72 schools had access to books through our Library or one of 3      
     satellite libraries. That translates to more than 46,000 students      
     with access to books who didn’t have them before Kiwimbi!

Kiwimbi was able to focus our efforts to varying degrees:
     Grade 8 students at 3 schools benefited from our KCPE (Kenya      
     Certificate of Primary Education) Prep program – with school       
     lunch, in-school assistance and educational camp programs. 
     The result? 40% of those students passed the exam – compared     
     with 3% of similarly situated students who don’t have the benefit  
     of Kiwimbi’s resources. And, when Kiwimbi has been able to      
     provide even more focused support to small groups, nearly 
     100% pass!

What about everyone else?

Kiwimbi’s Vocational Training program has enabled 25 
students to learn a skill that they can use to support 
themselves and their families.

Kiwimbi’s art lessons - 750 monthly (that’s 9,000 annually), 
including in schools where we provide the teacher and the 
tools that are not otherwise available. Many of those are 
repeats – students who can’t resist coming back for more, 
with special slots on the weekends for the most talented. 

How does Kiwimbi help? 



FOOD and 
AGRICULTURE

Lunches:
Since the beginning of our work in Kenya, 
the link between food and education has 
been clear. Kids who walk home for lunch 
which may or may not include valuable 
protein and, in fact, may or may not be 
available, are not able to excel in school no 
matter how good the teacher, no matter how 
many resources Kiwimbi offers. So we offer 
a simple lunch with the sustenance children 
need to make it through the day and focus 
on their studies.

Agroforestry:
The pressure to clear trees to create farmland        
is a fact of life among subsistence farmers.         
The impact of doing so can be devastating as     
soil erodes and crops fail to thrive. Kiwimbi     
committed in 2013 to demonstrating how it is 
possible to grow crops while maintaining trees, 
using complementary plantings to meet the 
immediate needs of farmers while also     
maintaining valuable resources for the future.     
After all, today’s sapling, costing pennies,  
becomes a harvestable tree worth $100 in ten 
years. This means that one tree will more than 
cover school expenses for a family – it just       
takes a understanding and planning!

Education:
This is a land of farmers, but as available farmland 
has become more scarce year-by-year due to 
population growth, traditional ways are not always 
the best way to feed a family. The Hunger Season, 
when produce has run out before new food is 
readily available, dominates lives. Irregularities in 
seasonal rainfall due to climate change can mean 
the difference between crop success and failure.

Organic methods, traditional plant varieties, 
diversity coupled with focus on efficient use of 
resources can make all the difference to small 
farmers. Kiwimbi’s Agonomist is offering small 
group training in our demonstration lot. Those   
who participate receive seeds to take home and 
grow on their own.

Growing our Own::
In 2019, Kiwimbi Kenya began growing some of our 
own food on newly acquired land. This enables us 
to reduce the cost of procuring food for our lunch 
program and also to demonstrate productive 
growing techniques.



In the United States, Kiwimbi is a charity,

one of many that might seek your support. 

In western Kenya, thanks to you, Kiwimbi is

transformative. Your support has enabled

villagers not only to create a more secure

future for themselves, but to see a world 

where they can make a difference.

People want to be able to support themselves – 
they don’t want handouts. Kiwimbi’s goal is to 

provide people with the intellectual resources they 
need to create the future they want for themselves. 
By design, we began with funding from resources 
in the USA. The plan: to enable individuals and the 
Kenyan organization to take over the educational 

development. 

BOOTSRAPS

2019 was a turning point:

Kiwimbi Kenya held its first Karamu benefit in Nairobi 
(complete with a wide assortment of supporters, 
delicious Kenyan food, speakers, representatives from 
Kenya’s parliament and the US Embassy). As in the USA, 
these evenings involve a significant amount of work, 
planning and inspired giving. In this case, we had Kenyan 
board members, many volunteers, institutional support 
and a giving basket. 

The Giving Basket: Kiwimbi provides services far from 
Nairobi in a poor, rural area of western Kenya. Nairobi  
can be very cosmopolitan and expensive and most of the 
people with whom we work in western Kenya cannot 
afford to even go to Nairobi, much less purchase tickets 
for a fundraiser. 
 

But they gave. They gave of their time to create 
saleable items to be presented to attendees. They 
gave of their imaginations to create an event that 
they could not attend. And they gave their own 
money to support the endeavor created for their 
benefit. 

Village elders, Kiwimbi employees and volunteers, 
recognizing that Kiwimbi is there for them and their 
community, reached into their pockets to pull out 
their own shillings so that they too could make a 
statement of support for Kiwimbi’s efforts. And    
they passed that basket around again and again   
until all those in the room had contributed, and
contributed more than once!







Annual Report 2019
By-the-Numbers

FY 2019 Expenses: $258,955* 

Fundraising
$83,043

7%

Fundraising               Administration          Programs & Services

KK Capital
Expenditure

$25,168
10%

Fundraising
& Publicity
$39,986

15%

KI General &
Administration

$56,757
22%

KK Program
Expenses
$137,044

53%

22 schools serviced by Kiwimbi every week

225 students and 35 staff members receiving lunch daily

over 46,000 students with access to books thanks to Kiwimbi

2880 hours logged by Kenyan volunteers 

13 varieties of vegetables grown at KK's demonstration farm

24 villages reached through Kiwimbi's services

4 independent organizations in Kenya replicating our model 

The largest expense categories 
for Kiwimbi Kenya are staff 
expenses (45%) and lunch 
program expenses (21%)



George Washington Carver, American Botanist, Inventor and Former Slave 

In 2019, more than 300 individual donors, foundations, corporate partners, and local businesses contributed
to the Kiwimbi, giving students that treasured key to unlock the door to new opportunities that will improve the 

quality of their lives and the lives of their families and communities.

Kiwimbi gratefully acknowledges our loyal donors, who supported our efforts in 2019

            $5000 and Above
 Clifford Chance US LLP
 Cognizant US Corp
 HPS Investment Partners
 JP Morgan Chase
 PricewaterhouseCoopers Ltd.
 Divon and William Rathgeber
 Lynne and John Rathgeber*
 Jennifer and Phillipe Selendy
 St. Luke's Episcopal Church Parish Life Guild
 Janet and Daniel Van Abs*
 Watford Re Ltd                     

“Education is the

the golden door of freedom”

$1,000 to $4,999
  Sara and Joseph Angeletti
  Automatic Data Processing, Inc.
  Donna Baier Stein
  Teresa and Bruce Beyer
  Marion Ceruzzi and David Lugg
  Jess Chang and Wayne Paglieri
  Christ Church Board of World Fellowship Summit
  Christ Church in Short Hills
  Jennifer Churchill
  Noemi and Sajal Das

$1,000 to $4,999 continued

  Adèle and Yves Dujardin
  Terri Geiger*
  Cordelia and James Gelly
  Gail and Walter Harris
  Deborah Herman and Jeff Steinhorn
  Donna Krebsbach and Bill Yacker
  Madison Financial Planning Group
  Jennifer Mangino and James Falick
  Helen and William Mazer Foundation
  Joan Millspaugh
  Barbara Mitchell and Robert Boyar
  Colleta and Maurice Onyuka
  Colette and Joseph Parsons
  Katrina and Darius Pope*
  The Roll Family Fund
  Lois Roszko
  Susan and Joe Salsberry
  Santanu Sengupta
  Jane Steele
  TIAA- CREF
  Carol Ulmer and Ken Degen
  Joann Ulmer
  Carie Vinch and Bruce Anderson
  Whitt Family Foundation

  

* Thank You to Our Food for Thought Monthly Donors -
   your commitment is inspiring!



$500-$999
Cabot Microelectronics Corporation
Beeferman Huber LLC
Patty Ceruzzi and Martin Joyce
Molly Dunn and Len Smith
Betsy and Lawrence Gile
Steve Heaney
Cathy Hirsch
Marcia and Kevin Hogan
Jill Husbands
Nina and David Leach*
Etsuko and Edward Newman
Linda and Franklin Nutter
Sheran Oradu
The Pestcoe Family Foundation
Sonja and Robert Rickert
Jennifer and Chiming Tse
Carl Ulmer
Marjorie McDonnell Walsh
Emily and Lowell Wenger
Judith and Lennard Wharton
Joannah and Harry Wilmerding

GIVING $150-$499
Lisa &  Nathan Allison
Grania & George Allport
Salima &  Dickson Alugaya
Amazon Smile
Pauline &  Eric Ambaza
Vivian Atonya
Faith Atte
Lourdess Banato
Breta Bee
Kathryn Bills*
Deborah Bowman
Roseanne & Peter Bozzo
Lisbeth Bringgaard &  Peder Moller
Anne Burnham
Todd Casey* 
William Cesanek
Claudia Cohen
Carol Conger Miller
Beth Cox-Johnson &  Eric Johnson
Jean Crichton & Robert Gunhouse
Suzette Dewey
Mary &  Alan Dickey
Maryann and Ulf Dolling
Dwight Englewood School- Class of 2028
Sandy Esperance
June Filipski
Carol &  Bruce Galamb
Elizabeth Geiger*
Donna &  Frank Greco
Guardian Life Insurance Company
Jody Hanet
Pamela &  Brian Hegarty
Husain Ginwala
Sharon and Eric Jung
Jayalaxmi Jwalapuram
Teri &  Michael Kennedy
Carol Levin
Susan Levine
Jean Ann Linney
Mary &  Mark Mahon
Alyssa McCrea
Susan &  John McDonnell
Joan McKeown
Bonnie Monte
Joan Ngugi
Colette Nyajure
Mennah &  Chris Ogallo
Karen O'Neill
Martin Ouko
Susan &  Patrick Palmer
Ganga Perera
Marjorie Rathgeber & Daniel Harrell
Susan Resch
Judith and Donald Richards
Janice Paxton & John Rollins
Leigh Rosoff
Rayhab Saade Ogingo &  Alan Berkowitz
Whitney and Edwin Selover 
Karen Sharf
Nicole Smith
Tree Tech Inc
Ann &  John Underhill
Ann &  Curtis Viebranz
Annette &  Dale Vincent
Nancy  &  Jeffery Weed
Amelia &  John Wilkinson
Maureen Zupan

$100-$149
Anonymous
Maurice Atonga
Bank Of America - Cybergrants
John Banu
Rebecca Benson
Leonard Bier
Black River Roasters
Kate & David Bradford
Vicki Brooks
Nancy Childress
Joseph Cipriano
Dave Coale
Tracy Cruise
Jake Cunninghame
Mary Ellen Danley
Lenore & Robert Davis
Michelle Foxman
Roger Frankel
Teri and Barry Golub
Carole & Richard Heilman
Margaret & Scott Hessen
Sylvie Jouan-Meyers*
Fredlee Kaplan
Beth Katzman
Eva Lesniak
Bonnie & John Lundberg
Kimberly Machana
Lisa Meyers
Eunice Mutwiri
Lynn & Michael Nemser
Vera Nyajure
Christine O'Brien
Joshua Ogalo
Joel Oketch
Susan  Radcliff & Robert Whittpenn
Bethuel Sallah
Navina Sitaram
Jane & Richard Stanley
Matthew Stromgren
Chris Sturm
Ravi Trivedi
Liza Vaca
Sam Walmer
Jim Watkins
Alan Wish

* Thank You to Our Food for Thought Monthly
 Donors -  your commitment is inspiring!



Up to $100
Kathy Abbott
Adedotun Adebiaye
Namema Amendi
Nancie Amusavi
John Arende
David Arthur
Margaret and Craig Babcock
Ed Bre
Chuck Brown
Jane Bunker
Susan Burnore
David Cahall
Pamela Canada
Philip Carr-Jones
Ted Cooper
Anne Crowell
Susan Cuneo
Maurice Dande
Paula Degen
Karen Dobkowski
Matthew Douglas
Valerie Duvall
Mr. Albert Elsen
Theresa and Gary Esposito
Mary Farrington-lorch
Sally and Sean Flanagan
Kaushik Gohil
Colleen and Christopher Grazioso
Sandi Greene
Nancy and Bill Griffeth
Patti Hanks
Frances Hanna
Ken Hedrick
Bob Heller
Stephanie and Thomas Hobbs
J.P. Horton
Mark and Kristen Huamani
Deborah Jervis
Khush Jhurani
Doreen Kelsey
Ed Lally
Michelle Landis
Pamela Langeccles
Dana Lanzillo
Tony Laporta
Pamela Lawrence
Radu Leon
Eugenia Lubell
James Mack
Marty Macnamara
John Maxey
Susan and Gary McElroy
Joan Millard
Bill Motter
Maureen Murphy
Lucy Mwangi
Elizabeth Kneser
CG Niebank
Teresia Njoroge
Charles Ochang
Joab Okello
Lillian Okomo

Up to $100
Moses Omieri
Claudius Oyoo
Liz Paxton
Owuor Pinykiting
Paul Poppert II
Michael Prokop
Linda Paul-Elem
Barbara Puccia
Dave Rey
Todd Rosenthal
A.J. Russo
Heather and Paul Schofield
Yolanda Serrano
Lois Shafman
Jane Simon
Rosa and Jason Smith
Sharon and Dan Steinhorn
Chantel Steele
Beth Sullivan
Katya Sverdlov
Jimmy Sylvia
Michael Szarek
Magda Teague
Kelly and Mark Traudt
Benjamin Walmer
Frank Williams
Lisa Wilson
Anne Wyn
Marylee Zink

Gifts In Kind
Susan Crane Esq.
Highlands Dinner Club
Pro Bono Partnership
Riker Danzig
Shakespeare Theatre of New Jersey”
Jane Steele
Janet and Daniel Van Abs

Special Thanks to Our 
Corporate Donors who 
Generously Matched 
Donor Gifts
Amazon Smile
Automatic Data Processing, Inc.
Bank of America - Cybergrants
Cabot Microelectronics Corporation
Guardian Life Insurance Company
TIAA- CREF
Watford Re Ltd

GIVING GIVING 

Deborah Herman 
Daria Hunter
Komala Jwalapuram
Teri Kennedy
Ahni Kruger
Nina Leach
Lucy Mwangi
Joan Ngugi
Vera Nyajure
Imani Ouko
Malaika Ouko
Ramogi Ouko
Ishani Sengupta
Naomi and Paul Slozat
Nancy Weed

Volunteers - 
Thank you for 
easing the
burden!

Thank You All!
On behalf of the families we serve, we sincerely thank you

for your support. We worked hard to ensure that the
information presented here is accurate. If you have any

questions, comments, or corrections, please let us know.
We can be reached at: 440-549-4624 (that’s
440-KIWIMBI) or info@kiwimbi.org. Kiwimbi 

International is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. 
All donations are tax-deductible to the extent 

permitted by law.



Kiwimbi International
P.O. Box 139 - New Vernon, NJ 07976 USA

Kiwimbi Kenya
P.O. Box 200, Amagoro, Busia County 50255 Kenya

www.kiwimbi.org

Board of Trustees
Faith Atte 
Donna Greco 
David Lugg 
Olubayi Olubayi , Executive Director
Maurice Onyuka
Martin Ouko 
John Rathgeber 
Lynne Rathgeber
Lois Roszko 
Santanu Sengupta 
Jane Steele 
Carol Ulmer
Janet Van Abs 

Advisory Council
Mary Dickey 
Ahni Kruger 
Sara Angeletti 
 
Key Employees
Lisa Connell, Development Coordinator, Kiwimbi International 
Salima Lihanda, Grant Writer, Kiwimbi International 
Catherine Malalah, General Manager, Kiwimbi Kenya 

Kiwimbi 
      . . . Opportunity through Education
 
Our Mission: To partner with underserved communities world wide to create 
                       educational opportunities through locally run learning centers

annual report designed by e5 Marketing, Inc.




