


Dear Friends,

2020 was a year like no other across the world. Kiwimbi was challenged as we all were to adjust, 

with Kiwimbi International’s first Virtual Karamu and, more significantly, lots of work on the ground 

in Kenya. We credit all of our staff in Kenya with keeping the organization not only running smoothly 

but also making great strides in creating educational opportunity. 

The death and devastation of the Covid-19 pandemic that hit so many countries was not as severe 

in Kenya. The economic and educational impacts, however, were staggering as cities and 

neighborhoods were quarantined, travel came to a standstill and schools were closed throughout 

the country by government mandate from March onward. 

Thanks to you, Kiwimbi was able to continue changing lives by providing access to resources such as 

books, computers, academic and vocational education, cultural heritage, agricultural training including 

an awareness of environmental impacts and the critical importance of indigenous plants. A few highlights 

of 2020 follow.

You have changed lives, making a world of difference to thousands in rural Kenya!

Thank you,

Lynne C. Rathgeber

Board Chair

Olubayi Olubayi

Executive Director

Changing
Lives



the
PIVOT

Facing the challenges created by the pandemic, we 
needed to adjust quickly. As a small, locally run 
organization, Kiwimbi was able to pivot:
     Assured that local children had access to educational   
     resources even though they were not permitted into     
     their classrooms
     Recruited local teachers to volunteer
     Created scattered small group learning experiences 
     for children throughout the extended community. 
     With exams postponed, focused on the needs of      
     individual students as never before.

Under the careful watch of local government officials, we 
kept the Library open (limited, socially distanced access) 
so that kids could borrow books throughout the year.  

End result? As most Kenyan children were precluded 
from academic learning, those who had access to our 
resources actually continued to progress and gained 
particular strength in the basics. 

And it paid off! The Grade 8 students completed their 
2020 national exams in March of 2021, and over 50% of 
them passed – a huge achievement given a typical exam 
pass rate of 3% in rural communities like ours! 

This was true even for the poorest of the schools we focus 
on. We credit the time we had to go back to the basics 
with them, concentrating on reading and math as opposed 
to the actual exam preparation. 



 

Food for Thought:
We adapted the lunch program. Children might 
come for lessons and lunch, but they were also 
sure to bring their younger siblings. 
Neighborhood kids showed up too. The 
demand was greater than ever; Kiwimbi 
accommodated as best we could!

Vocational Training:
Our Tailoring students were divided into groups 
and assigned days to meet. They learned to make 
masks so that staff and students had the 
protections they need – a perfect solution to the
challenges of the day!

With Carpentry students needing to learn practical 
skills and the importance of a quality product, and 
with plastic chairs filling the Library, Kiwimbi 
began focusing two years ago on having our 
students learn to make chairs similar to the boma 
chairs of local farmsteads that fold up for easy 
storage. Carpenters developed and built folding 
chairs that surpassed the ones they had grown up 
using in comfort and quality. 

In 2020, our Carpenters were able to use the internet to 
research alternative designs that are proving popular 
locally - folding wooden chairs to last a lifetime and 
represent the pride of a job well done!

ACCOMMODATIONS 
and ADAPTATION

Traditional boma folding chair

First version developed by 
Kiwimbi carpenters

2020 updated version, being sold locally



and

CENTER
Kiwimbi was named as a county Innovation Hub 
and Youth Empowerment Center, a designation 
in partnership with the Ajira Digital Program, 
supported by local Member of Parliament, the 
Honorable Oku Kaunya.

This meant:
     A new fiber optic connection
     Faster and more reliable internet service
     Access for up to 1,000 people at a time
     Reach outside the Library itself  

There are not any restrictions on access to 
the service and a password is not required.  
Service at the Library has not slowed down, 
even with many people logged on in the 
surrounding community. Many more college 
students and adults are coming daily to the 
Library to take advantage of this internet 
accessibility upgrade.

Read more about the program:  
https://www.thecounty.co.ke/2019/12/mp-
unveils-sh1million-innovation-hub.html 

The program is a government initiative to provide access to digital job opportunities to over one 
million young people in Kenya. Each person who completes the training will have a mentor to 

guide them through the process of searching for jobs. What a wonderful opportunity for the young 
adults in Amagoro!  

In 2019, St. Luke’s Episcopal Church Parish Life
Guild donated enough money to Kiwimbi to

enable us to install solar power.  

This reduced the price of local electricity for us,
while at the same time improving reliability of

our service considerably,  making WiFi
more reliable as well.

 
That same year, the local Member of Parliament 
pledged to donate 13 computers to the Library, 

which arrived in 2020.
 

These two acts of generosity created the viability for
the fiber optic connection and the innovation hub

and have been transformative locally!

INNOVATION HUB 
YOUTH EMPOWERMENT

RIPPLES
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Annual Report 2020
By-the-Numbers

KK Capital
Expenditure

$51,344
20%

Fundraising
& Publicity
$14,970

 6%

KI General &
Administration

$69,114
26%

KK Program
Expenses
$125,522

48%

The largest expense categories 
for Kiwimbi Kenya are staff 
expenses (39%) and lunch 
program expenses (19%)

OVER

63% from Kiwimbi's  3-school  
prep program who took the National 

Exam passed in 2020

Over 200 members of the local 
community benefitted from library 
services each day including solar 
power, internet and newspapers

220 students participate in 
Kiwimbi’s drawing and painting 
programs



Nelson Mandela, Philanthropist and former President of South Africa 

In 2020. more than 300 individual donors, foundations, corporate partners, and local businesses contributed
to Kiwimbi, giving students that treasured key to unlock the door to new opportunities that will improve the 

quality of their lives and the lives of their families and communities.

Kiwimbi gratefully acknowledges our loyal donors, who supported our efforts in 2020

            $5000 and Above
 Anonymous
 Pamela Canada
 Jess Chang and Wayne Paglieri
 HPS Investment Partners
 Lynne and John Rathgeber
 Carol Ulmer and Ken Degen
 Janet and Daniel Van Abs
 Watford Re Ltd.

                     

“Education is the
you can choose to                                              ”

$1,000 to $4,999 
  Anonymous
  Automatic Data Processing, Inc.
  Syed Abidi
  Faith Atte
  Donna Baier Stein
  Barclays Bank PLC
  Marion Ceruzzi and David Lugg
  Patty Ceruzzi and Martin Joyce
  Christ Church in Short Hills
  Noemi and Sajal Das
  Carver DeLaney Families Foundation
  The John and Susan Dewan Foundation
  Adèle and Yves Dujardin

$1,000 to $4,999 continued

  Terri Geiger
  Cordelia and James Gelly
  Gail and Walter Harris
  Pamela and Brian Hegarty
  Helen and William Mazer Foundation
  Donna Krebsbach and Bill Yacker
  Radu Leon
  Madison Financial Planning Group
  Joan Millspaugh
  Barbara Mitchell and Robert Boyar
  Coletta and Maurice Onyuka
  Martin Ouko
  Katrina and Darius Pope
  Divon and William Rathgeber
  The Roll Family Fund 
  Lois Roszko
  Susan and Joe Salsberry
  Selendy and Gay
  Santanu Sengupta
  Jane Steele
  TIAA- CREF
  The Ulmer/Fernandes Family Fund
  Josette Winograd

  

most powerful weapon
change the world
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Lisa and Nathan Allison
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Todd Casey
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Kellie and John Doucette
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GIVING 
$150-$499
Grania and George Allport
Anonymous (2)
Vivian Atonya
Bernardsville Rotary Charities Inc.
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Kate and David Bradford
Lisbeth Bringgaard and Peder Moller
C. Awuor Awuor
Cabot Microelectronics Corporation
Sean Carver
Christine Casey
Karen and Dave Coale
Claudia Cohen
Lisa Connell
Beth Cox-Johnson and Eric Johnson
Susan Crane 
Jean Crichton and Robert Gunhouse
Karen Damato
Mary Ellen Danley
Mary and Alan Dickey
Molly Dunn and Len Smith
Joseph DuPont
Gregory Faison
June Filipski
Roger Frankel
Carol and Bruce Galamb
Leigh Gibson
Betsy and Lawrence Gile
Teri and Barry Golub
Mary and Paul Hamann
Jody Hanet
Cathy Hirsch
Mark and Kristen Huamani
James Jackson
Beth Katzman
Sandy Keegan
Salima Lihanda and Dickson Alugaya
Jean Ann Linney
Susan Logan
Susan and Gary McElroy
Bonnie Monte
Mia Morse and Marty Rothfelder 
Lynn and Michael Nemser
Joan Ngugi
Linda and Franklin Nutter
Christine O'Brien
Sheran Oradu
Janice Paxton and John Rollins

$100-$149
Amazon Smile
Anonymous
Thomas Archibald
Nancy Banta
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Beeferman Huber LLC
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Deborah Bowman
Roseanne and Peter Bozzo
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Mary and Mark Mahon
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Lisa Meyers
Lynn and Harry O'Mealia
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Susan Quinlan
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Alex Scherer
Karen Sharf
Ann and John Underhill
The Vincent Family Charitable Fund
Amelia and John Wilkinson
Alan Wish



Up to $99
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Elizabeth Anderson
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David Cahall
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Karen Dobkowski
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Sandra Ehni and Dennis Counts

Albert Elsen
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Kate Frizzell

Michael Gallagher
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Mona Gibson
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Jes Golumbeski

Matthew Greco

Leslie and Benjamin Hamm

Patti Hanks

John Healy

Ken Hedrick

Bob Heller

Melissa Hidalgo

Nancy Hoffmann

Tracy Horn

Shannan Jani

Deborah Jervis

Odundo Joseph

Hilary Kelly

Elizabeth Kneser

Michael Kula

Tony Laporta

Liz Lawrence

Lori Lawrence

Carolyn and Chris Layden

Tim Leach

Tony Lombardo

Kimberly Machana

James Mack

Marty MacNamara

Up to $99
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Judy Matthijssen

Heather McCarthy

Kelley Grace McDonnell

Jaimen McMillan

Donna Miyamoto

Bill Motter

John Motter

Zephaniah Mucha

Lucy Mwangi

David Nemschoff

Joshua Ochieng

Frederick Oduol

Lillian Okomo

Joe Omanya

Pauline Omanya

Henry Clement Onyuka

Linda Paul-Elem

Michael Prokop

Barbara Puccia

Gwen Rathgeber

Perry Rawson

Joyce Reilly

Lu-Ann Reilly

Michelle Ringelheim

BethAnn and Jim Robertiello

Leigh Rosoff

Andrea and Rowland Dickens

Mary and Tony Ruffine

Lois Shafman

Eloise Siebenmorgen

Jane Simon

Navina Sitaram

Anthony Sneag

Agnes Snyder

Cindy Sommer

Jane and Richard Stanley

William Steinhorn

Michael Szarek

Mark Tashkovich

Autumn Toth

Rebecca Toto

Laura Trudeau

Joseph Van Orsdel

Julie Wald

Janet Wall

Jim Watkins

Marion White

Frank Williams

Lois Wolfer

Vanessa Woych

Josellyn Yousef

Marylee Zink

Maureen Zupan

Special Thanks to Our 
Corporate Donors who 
Generously Matched 
Donor Gifts
Amazon Smile
Arch Reinsurance Company
Automatic Data Processing, Inc.
Cabot Microelectronics Corporation
Johnson and Johnson
Prudential Financial Inc
Selendy and Gay
TIAA- CREF
Watford Re Ltd.

GIVING GIVING 

Dennis Ang'ani
Elizabeth Anderson
Sean Carver
Emma Consoli
Elliot Heilman
Debbie Herman
Sylvie Jouan-Meyers
Ahni Kruger
Julian Nebreda
Joan Ngugi
Ian Olubayi
Ben Walmer
Josette Winograd

Volunteers - 
Thank you for  
easing the burden!

Thank You All!
On behalf of the families we serve, we sincerely thank you

for your support. We worked hard to ensure that the
information presented here is accurate. If you have any

questions, comments, or corrections, please let us know.
We can be reached at: 440-549-4624 (that’s
440-KIWIMBI) or info@kiwimbi.org. Kiwimbi 

International is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. 
All donations are tax-deductible to the extent 

permitted by law.

Susan Barbash and Eric Katz 
Susan Crane
Harriet Donnelly & e5 Marketing, Inc.
Peter Elungat
Charles Grantham- Wood Steel Stone
Jevin Mwao
Pro Bono Partnership
Lynne and John Rathgeber
Susan Walker - Ibu Movement
Zuri

Gifts in Kind

Kathryn and Zachary Bills
Todd Casey
Jean Crichton
Terri Geiger
Sylvie Jouan-Meyers and 
    Michael Meyers
Salima Lihanda
Alyssa and Joseph McCrea
Katrina Pope
Susan Quinlan
Lynne and John Rathgeber
Janet and Daniel Van Abs

Monthly Donors



Kiwimbi International
P.O. Box 465, Gladstone, NJ 07934 USA

Kiwimbi Kenya
P.O. Box 200, Amagoro, Busia County 50255 Kenya

www.kiwimbi.org

Board of Trustees
Donna Greco
Olubayi Olubayi, Executive Director 
Maurice Onyuka
Martin Ouko 
John Rathgeber 
Lynne Rathgeber 
Lois Roszko
 Joe Salsberry 
Santanu Sengupta 
Jane Steele 
Carol Ulmer 
Janet Van Abs 

Advisory Council
Mary Dickey 
Ahni Kruger 
Sara Angeletti 
 
Key Employees
Lisa Connell, Development and Marketing Officer, Kiwimbi International
Salima Lihanda, Grant Writer, Kiwimbi International 
Catherine Malalah, General Manager, Kiwimbi Kenya 

Kiwimbi 
      . . . Opportunity through Education

Our Mission: To partner with underserved communities world wide to create 
                       educational opportunities through locally run learning centers

annual report designed by e5 Marketing, Inc.




